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Response to Amendment 

Comment on Submissions 

1 . This communication is responsive to submission of May 2, 2005. 
Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 13-15, filed 2 May 2005, with respect to 
claims 1-9, 11-16, 24 and 25 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
The rejections of claims 1-9, 11-16, 24 and 25 have been withdrawn. 

3. Claims 1 7-23 and 26-59 were previously allowed. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-9, 1 1-74 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding independent claim 60, the prior art does not disclose or fairly 

suggest of a gas sensor comprising a source of radiant energy substantially 
located on the plane between the first and second adjacent reflectors wherein the 
radiant energy is directly incident on each of the reflectors. 

The examiner notes that it is known in the art for reflective members 
(156)(158) to provide multiple reflections of a beam of radiant energy (200) 
emitted from a source (154) and incident upon a sensor (162) (see for example 
Graham et al-US 6,534,769— Fig. 5 and col. 4, lines 13-23), the prior art does 
not suggest radiant energy directly incident on each of the reflectors to provide 
indicia of presence of predetermine fluid between source and reflector(s). 
The remaining claims 61-74 are allowable based on their dependency. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

7. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Faye Polyzos whose telephone number is 
571-272-2447. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 
from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on 571-272-2444. The fax 

■ 

phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 


free). 
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